
Hon. James s. Allen, Clerk, 
U.S. District Court, 
Bos ton, Mass . 

Dear Sir:-

Mass. State Prison, 
Charlestown, Mass., 
September 2?, 1930. 

Enclosed please find my petition for a writ 

of prohibition which I desire to file in your court. 

I hope it may comply with all of the legal require ­

ments. If not, kindly let me know and I will remedy 

any omission. 

It is also my hope that it maJI not be necessary 

for me to appear in court at this time. Of course, I 

am ready to come at any time if my pres·ence should be 

required, but I am inclined to believe that the Court 

may grant the writ without the necessity of a hearing. 

Thanking you for taking care of this matter for 

me, I am 



( 
\ . 

( 
\ 

Hon. J ames s . Allen, Clerk , 
United S t~ tes District Court, 
Boston, Massachus etts. 

Dear Sir:-

:Mass. St a te 
ChC<4rles town, 
October 8th , 

Prison, 
11a s s . , 

19 30 . 

Enclosed you will find a $15.00 ch eck - the 

deposit for fees requested in your letter of the 3rd inst., 

in connection with the filing of my petition f or a writ of 

prohibition. 

I am a lso returni ng here\'lfith the a ppearance b l a nk 

properly filled. I wil l app ea r in my own b ehalf a nd argue my 

petition in person , i f the Court wil l cause a habea s to be 

issued therefor . 

If convenient to the Court, I would lik e to ha. ve 

t h e h ea ring set f or the foreno on b ec ause, if any particula r 

question of l aw sh oul d ar ise, t h e c ~s e could b e a djourned till 

the af ternoon ~ so a s to give an opportunity to look up some 

authorities which a re not a vailable to me here . 
/'; 

I a ssume t ha t you will s end me persona l and seasonable 

notice o f t he h ea ring and I t hank you for your courtesy in the 

ma t t er . 

Ep.closed p lea se f i ·.1. d copy of my petition which you may 

hand to the respondent ' s a ttorney. 

Very truly yours, 

@(tU.~ 



Vcr: . C 110.rle a Ponzi 
t:Iassa.cl1uaet ts State P~ ison 
Oho._. le s t otnr, Mans chu.s ctt3 

Dear Sir: 

I he. re yours 0-1:. the 8th enalos lg e .. eok for 
$15 . Yo~:r netition l.O~ writ of' nrohibition has 
boon e~t e:red and. I onclos·e l e:.ezii f./h a eopy oi· the 
su1Gr.:ion. to sher 'l"~£m~e vrh.:t eh is b~ing e.- orved upon 
t l c 1 espondent , the Comr1iss.::· oneiil of l!J1uig~ation 
at Boston ~ and. whic,._ is returnab . e a \Veek :f'ro"'!1 
:2.Ior:- 1lay at tw(J o'clock, 

I 1,aferrGd y oUI hd;tor to elt~dge Morton end 
he di 1~ccted me t"· say that it ia not t he m.:~ ac·tj.o .-. 
C/I') thin Gour·t Tto issi10 a i1rit; of ,"lflf)0alS cor"OUS 
u t the req ~ trt of e. pr:i.sonr.;r :ror ttw p urpooe of 
trying tis ov-'f ... 1 ease in \il'Lis Cou.!"t . You ~;;h01.,1ld 
bo ronre"" anted bv oour.sel to ·~ry uhis c ~ oe . If 
you are unci.ble to secur e counsel .. or yo se l f ,. 
the Co;,1rt vrill appoint cou1 sel to roprcnent you . 

Will you t he :r efore lttndJ.y _ . t n1e lmo:1 some 
time b.efore the return c1ay vfhether you will ; ·"ou1., ­
sal f employ connae1.? 

JSA ·.~:nc 



~. 4/Ho. ---~d-~/---------
APPEARANCE '-_ ) 

i\isfritt <t!nurt nf tq~ Wuit.ell ~tat.es 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

____________________________ _________________________ C.Hi.\RI...iE.S. ____ .P_OlI l ______ ____________________ ________________________ ------------------------

v. 

______ J)l{!_~J) ___ __ 9_~I~-~-S ______ QQM,r;;J_~~SJ_Ql~R _____ Q~ _____ :.ThU~;J_GMd:J_Qlf __ 9!_t ___ tl1§ __ J?-_QJ.~t ___ Qf _________ _ 

Boston 
The clerk will enter my appearance for the _______ ..P._e_tLt.ione.r. _______________________________ _ 

Name ___ r?_4,_41_fj;;:f!i=--,--#---~· . 
.llddress --~I-~_$_s_~ ___ S_t_~~t e_ __ ~_r_i_s_Qn_,_ ________________ ___ ___ _ 

Charles tovrn, Mass . 
N OTE.-Appearances must be signed individually by a member of the bar of the District Court for the District of 

Massachusetts (firm names may be added). oon .. N»ENTPRlNTING oFF1cE 



• 
llbtiteb itates nf America 

} 88. BOSTON, __ Q5?~ __ _ !~_'.°t~hL~ ~~Q---~ -- - --- .. 
7 

__ , ___ , 19.2 
MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT 

Pursuant hereunto, I have this day summoned the within-named __ !~-~--Q.!}..:PL~~~~~~~~-~ 

to appear before the District Court of the _United States, as· within directed, by --~.?:!.?:~- - -~5'?.}_ier 

_!~~J:~~-1'}5! __ ~t-~~~-t-~2.? ___ t(_?_!)_L-~~ --~-~-~Q __ J)_~~~-!°-~-~~--~--~~~-- -~~Q --~~~~-~-~~~~--~~J;}7_ __ ~-~- - ~g~-~ 

~JJ!Q_l}:_~ ___ tq __ ~h<?Y!_ _Q ~~-~~ -·---- - ----- ___ __ _______ _________ ___ __ __ _____ _______ ___ ____ ____ ______ _ 

FEES . 

Service,$ ~ ~o 

Travel, ,I f ____________ ______________ 1,u 11 i am._.J ... Ke:llilla ____ ___ _______________ ____________ __ __ 

-----+,1-.;:.~Mn.r0hal. 

BJ; ~~~\~ 
Cop. 

Deputy,U.S.1.!arshul 
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D. c. Form 107 

ltnitrb ·§tatrs nf i\mrrira 
MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT, SS. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 
To the Marshal of our District of Massachusetts, or either of his Deputies, GREETING: 

VVE COMMAND YOU that you summon 

ANNA C • 1.1. TILLI:NGILA.S T , 

United States Commissioner of I mmigration at Bo ston , in s aid 
Di s trict , 

(If she may be found in your precinct) to appear before the District Court of 

the United States, to be holden at Boston, within and for the Massachusetts District, . ~ 

on I/Ionday the twentieth day of October , current 
' 2 

at :m: o'clock, 11· m., then and there to show cause, if any she has why:oox 

a writ ·of prohibition should not issue , as prayed for in the 

petition of Charles Ponzi , 

this day filed in the office of the Clerk of said District Court. 

HEREOF FAIL NOT, and make due return of this ' Vrit , with"your doings 

thereon, into our said Court. 

mlitne~~' the Honorable JAMES M. MORTON Jr., 

at Boston aforesaid, the 9th day of Oc tober 

in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and 

thirtyo 

11~~-
~Clerk. 
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ST.;~TES OF AMERICA ) 

. U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
for the 

District of Massachusetts 
t 
J' 

··--------·----1), 

VS 

. C'01\!MISS I01:rER .GF . ll:r:. :IGH TION 
at the _ :Port of Bos ton 

PETITION 

for a. 

WRIT OF PROHIBI~ION 

The Petit1pner, Pro se • 

· Eox 100 Charlestown, Mass •
1
:, I 



UNITED STATES 0 F AME RIC 

DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STAT 

for the 

DISTRICT OF :MASSACHUSETTS 

CHARLES PONZI, Pe ti ti oner 

vs 

U.S . Conm1issioner of lmL1igration 
at the Port of Boston, H.espondent 

PETITION FOR A WRIT OF PROHIBITION. 

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGES OF THE UNITED STATES 

DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DI STRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS: 

Respectfully represents your petitioner, Charles Ponzi, 

now confined, in execution of sentence, in the State Prison 

at Charlestown, Mass., within this district, that from in-

forma.tion, observation and belief he has cause to fear ma-

teria l and unwarranted injury at the hand of the respondent . 

and prays, therefore, this Honorable Court that the said 

respondent may be restrained, through the issuance of a wri.t 

of prohibition, until such time a s the petitioner may be af­

forded adequate opportunity to submit his grievances to tnis 

Honora ble Court. 

More particularly, the petitioner respectfully states 

the f a cts to be as follows: 

1. That, on or about September 28, 1927, a warrant wa s 

issued by the U.S. Department of Labor providing for the pe-



ti tioner• s deportation upon his relea.se from the sa.id State 

l?rison, whether at, or 'before, the expiration of the sentence, 

upon the ground that the petitioner was liable to deportation 

under the provisions of Section 19 of the Immigration Act of 

February 5, 1917 (39 Stat.874, Section 154); 

2. That, it is a part of the respondent's official duties 

and routine to execute all deportation warrants within this 

district and, therefore, also the specific warrant referred to 

in the preceding pa ragraph; 

3. That, the petitioner enjoys at law and under the con-­

stitution the definite right to resist execution of the said 

warrant, through habeas corpus proceedings instituted in this 

Court, if he ha s reason to believe tha t the s a id warr ant was 

issued in pursuance of an arbitrary interpretation of the l aw; 

4. That, the petitioner is unable to initia te habeas 

c orpus proceedings in t n is Court, upon the allegation of un­

lawful restraint of liberty, until such time as the respondent 

shall have actual custody of him in consequence of his release 

from the state prison; 

5. That, in t he event of such a release occurring before 

the expiration of his sentence, the petitioner would receive 

no advance notice thereof, but would immediately be turned over 

to the respondent's custody; 

6. That, if, through the exercise of official comity, the 

respondent should happen to receive a dvance information of such 

a release, he could so avail himself of the advantage a s to trans­

fer the petitioner from the State Prison to the ve ssel upon which 



he is to be deported, thus preventing him from initiating any 

proceedings in this Court; 

7. That, such a sudden deportation, in addition to abridging 

the petitioner's constitutional rights, would also ca use him ma­

terial and unwarranted injury as follows: 

a) it would prevent him from making the necessary 

arr angements so that his wife may leave the country 

with him, if she so desires; 

b) it would prevent him from disposing of whatever 

real, or personal property, or other interest he 

may have in this country; 

c) it would prevent him from ga thering his belongings; 

d) it would prevent him from genera lly settling all 

pending affairs; 

8. That, while he is not inclined to believe the respondent 

migh t be prompted by any personal malice or influenced by other 

unethical considerations into acts injurious to him, yet, knowing 

by previous experiBnce that officm•l comity has been stretched 

in his case to cover a. multitude of sins, the petitioner feels 

deeply concerned and genuinely alarmed over the po s sibility that 

the respondent might, against his better and honest judgment, be 

led astray by an excessive official zeal and an unnecessary haste, 

so as to prejudice the petitioner's interests. 

For the reasons a bove set forth, the petitioner resp,ectfully 

prays Your Honorable Court that a writ of prohibition may issue 

r estraining the respondent from deporting your petitioner until 

such time as, after a hearing, the said writ of prohibition ha,s 



been superseded by some other process or rescinded by order ·. of 

this Court . 

Respectfully submitted, 

-__ (f_4_~-~---~-----
Pey tione"f, Pro se . 

l 

SUFF OLK, ss. Charlestown, Mass . 

Personally appeared before me and knovm to me, the above 

named petitioner, Charles Ponzi, has made oa th that the sta te-

ments cont~ined in the foregoing petition, in so f a r a s they are 

matters of fact, they are true and, in so f a r as they are matters 

of information and b elief, 

Before me, 

this t wenty .... y -o f 
September of the year one 
tpousand nine hundr ed and 
t'rrty. 
A 



APPEARANCE 

~-·~; ilistrirt <ttnurt nf tqr Wnitrh ~tatrn 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

,~ /) A • • ~ 
---------- ----~~------------ ---~----, --------------~------ -- --- ----------- -------------------------

v. 

N OTE.-i\.ppearances must be signed individually by a member of the bar of the District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts (firm names may be added). GOVPll<NlOENTPRINTJNGourcE 



United States of America 

United States District Court 

District of Massachusetts 

~isc . Civil #4307 

Charles Ponzi , Pet ., 

vs . 

Anna c. ![ . Tillinghast , Resp ., I 

FROM THE OFFICE OF' 

PETER V. MAGGIO 
.!,/?/ ATTORNEY AT LAW 

"4:15-9" BROADWAY. EVERETT, MASS. 

TELEPHONE E VERETT 26 9 0 



U N IT E D S T A T :ElS 0 F ME RIC A 

mu T'.t11) s Tl TE S ])1 s TRI c T c 0 URT DI S!JRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

In re 

PONZI, Petmtioner 

vs 

JUil'Lt\. C. M. TILLI NGHAST, U. S . Comm' r Irmnigration, 
Hespondent. 

llisc. Civil 4307. 

MOTI ON TO ENTER OU RE CORD 

And now comes the petitioner in t h e above named a ction 

and respectfully prays t hat it may b e entered in t h e record a nd 

app ear t h ereon, the fol l.owing: 

1st. That the petitioner, being now a prisoner in t h e 

Massachusetts S t a te Prison, pro se and through counsel, has a sked 

that a. proper process ms.y issue f rom this Court, enabling him to 

app ear in person to testify in support of his peti tion u nd pro -

secute this action; 

2nd. That this Court ha s denied t h e request aforesaid upon 

the groUll.rld that it is not the custom of this said Court to permit 

a pr isoner to appear in connection with a writ of prohibition; 

3rd. That t he petitioner hereby files an exception to the 

sa id denia l of h i s request; 



4th. That the petitioner hereby files an exception to 

the denial of this motion, if it is denied in toto or in part. 

----~-~----- - -
Attorney for Petftfoner ~ 



No . 4307 

DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 

District of Massachusetts 

Misc . Civil Docket 

In re : 

CHARLES PONZI, Petitioner for Writ of .Prohibition, 

v . 

ANNA c. M. TILLINGHAST, 
u . s . com' r . Of Immigration . 

0 R D E R 0 F C 0 U R T • 
(October 21 , 1930) . 

LOWELL, J . The above-entitled cause having come on 

~or hearing it is now, to wit , October 21 , 1930 , ORDERED that 

the petition be dismissed and writ denied. 

Deputy Clerk. v 



Hon . Jan~es 8. .. ll en; Clerks 
U.S. District Court, 
13oston~ Mass. 

Declr ir:-

l1iias s. Si ta te rison, 
Ct.arl e~.L tovm., J:,~a.;j s. , 
October 27, 1S30. 

:Enclosed please find notice of appeal which I desire 

to file in the event my attorney ho,s not already done so. 

It is my understanding that such ~- notice must be filed 

,, i thin ten days :J.nd tho, t the ap:pe0.l its elf must be completed \Ji th-

iV, 30 or 60 cL.ys .. 

Ghortly I v~il~ raail you my bill of exceptions for certi-

fic&tion by the Court. 

P.S . Can you tell me the name and present address of the librari~n 

in chLrge of the library ~ttached to the f eder~l courts ? I used 

to be c.;.cquamnted \il th him and I may ·write him to look so~-1 ... ething up 

for me, if the charges are not beyond sy me~ns. I ~ssune that the 

library still exists and is functioning. 



1H1T~ID . ST~ .TEG OF 

In re 

GHAH.LES POHLI, :?eti ti oner 

vs. 

-~mA C. lL TILLINGHAST, 
U.S. Comm ' r of Inm1igration, I espondent 

Misc. ~ivil 4307 • 

. ~JOTI H1
• 

nd nm: comes t~1e petitioner in t :o e above rmrned ;;.,ction 

and respectfully gives hereby notice of appeal from the decision 

of this ourt denying the issuance of a tlrit of rolti.Jitionj as 

prayed for in the petition. 



Young ' s Hotel 

Mr . Oharlaa Ponzi, 
Mass. State Prlaon, 
Charle.Hai; own, M~&s. 

Dear Sir: 

October 29, 1930. 

f~30], Civil. 
ti on. 

harles Ponzi v.. , n. »' .T1llin:trha.~t ,,y. S. Omr1 •r of IBB!ligra-

27th instant ba a been duly '! l etd, 

Aooo-ding to I{ule 23 , n.pp(lll:~nt sha ll f11~ w1th his pet!.tion 

or wai · .. ed. 

to th .ne<rn~sity f or· :fLLino.; e ·b111 o.,: ~xcei 1 ,; j.om;; .. u: n{:. co iB1~ers tbe 

rtt of prob1b1 t ion in thel .ture of oomrnon l a:w \VT' t, f'; bi i: of exoep­

tione ma! . be requi r ed. Bills of exoep• l on to rtny f"nh;r , '.i u"' inf~ or· 

deo1s1<m of the court should b , file 

oourt or ,judge s ..... a _l extend the tirne. 

JT 

Very truly yours, 

per· 
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